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: ~ i p i l ( w t s  t!xist in tlw a ~ t ~ : i ~ : ~ i t  I~uilt environment of rnarry 
cultures. However. the applic:atiorll: of alipnrnerits have recei\wi 
n i d t  less attention tllar~ t l ~ e  fascinating forms ol Enptiarl 
pyri~mitls, Greek c:oI~~tr~rts. Ilornan ternples. and Chirwst. great 
roofs..\\:liicli I ~ a w  11eet1 otllnired a rd  tluplicattd sinre t l i q  were 
rreatctl. .JI wriety of ali,onrr~cr~~s linking architectural strllctllrel: 
\\.it 11 geographir ikat rlre? in lariclscape was first rc.searc11cd in 
tlre 10'20s. \vht:r~ All'retl \\-atliins discovcrcd a hear patter11 in 
his native la~dsc:ape of' I-Ierelhrdshirt.. Ertglarltl. ]:or a long time. 
the progross of research or1 this topic. \\.as :;lo\\.. sutfering from 
re j e~ t iow  used by the I~lvjudic:ci of' the conteinporary 
WI:SII*~II 1wrsprctive (Per~rtic:li. 1989). Nevertheless, the topic of 
alignment has iritrig~~ctl I ~ I ; I I I ~  scholars for years. particularly i t 1  

the field of arc:lieolop ('Gllia~n. I O87. Rlalvillr. 1989. and 
Gal~ri~cl. 1991). 

This p ~ w r  clisrussei 1101 oril! ali,arlrr~e~lt~ linhing features on 
land. Iwt hrrtlier al iprwrlts  pointing to the celestial I d i e s :  
~ 1 1  i~mf <tar>. "Larid-cadlw" it1 t l i k  paper refer* to the cow& 
wale lal~dscal~c it~c.ltlding tlte earth and Ilea\-etily Lodit.3. 
E~npllasizing intc.gratior~ of time. space m d  belief s!stcms. tlii* 
paper p t ~ - t - ~ ~ t -  ~wmponents iric4udiri,rr ar~c.ic>rlt aliplr~ler~t.c p i n t -  
i ~ i g  to t111' w~l r i \ e  ar~tl the ritual n i c d r ~ i t ~ p  i r ~ l l ~ l i c d  o r ig i~~ .  ar~cl 
applic~tiorrs 01' ~ 1 1 1 '  c-clestial north-south aliplme~it. a d  the 
(:hiliesc~ contra(lic4on I~etueen re~pect and fear 01 the ce1csti.A 

TIIc~ r~:s~:arcIi uses twv~ ~iietliods: I )  stt~dy of t l ~ c  Iitcrati~rc O I I  

ancient t.l~o~tgIit. I<esealdi un al~cicwt i)clicl's)'sterns will 1 1 ~ 1 1 1  us 
to urldc:t.starltl the rultural essence of ancient a l ign r~~cn t s  a d  
2) field i n v c 4 p 1 i o s  it1 the historir sites. in hreric:a. Italy 
and China. Saturr  was a resource for ancient peoplt.'~ l iws a11t1 
spiritual 1dic:lk. and it is also a resource for us to 11ettrr 
understatid atit:ic:rlt 1111ilt environ~iients. Field 011sen.aticm~ play 
a aigniliratit role in 111111~~rstandirig the ancient aliplnlerrtt; in 
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the aurnlllvr a1111 \vintc-r ..olstic-os. a d  the a u t r ~ ~ r ~ r ~ a l  ant1 wmal  
equi~~os(*s .  '1'111, s1111ris~ at' tl~ta ~ I I I ~ I I I I I I I ~ ~  equinox 01' 100-5 \\us. 
for 1111~. a I ~ r o f o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  esperie~~ce.  !\s the first ray5 S ~ I ~ I I I .  clirecd) 
~ I I  t h ~  n ~ i r ~ .  t!~v ~ ~ o r t h  \\-all 01' t l l v  ruin pointed straigl~t at t h  
sun. a p ~ w ; ~ r i ~ ~ ;  on the 111ount;lin profile of tht. east err^ I~orizon 

Togvthvr \ \ i t 1 1  arl ltalian ~~~~~~~~~~vt. :\lc::sandra \.vraldi. \vc. 
di:vovtwd ;I 4111ilar alig~imwt ; ~ t  l'alar~olo. an a1118itwt vill;~g~- 
of E ~ ~ I I > I . L I I I - ~ { O I I I ~ I I ~  origh~ tililt o v ~ w p i d  an i ~ n ~ ~ o r t ; ~ n t  tvrritorial 
J L I I I C I ~ ~ I I .  ;I s111~1livisi1111 (11' \ ~ : I S : I I I I ~ ~ O .  Italy. ~ \ I I I I I ~  a11 ~ I I I - ~ ~ I I ~  

road ~ I I I I I I ~ I I ~  weht 01' I I I P  l'i~l;~xzoh ruins. in ~ ~ I I I I ~  of a 
necropolis. i.- a hill at \chose toot t h e  is a cave. Star~clir~g atop 
the h i l l  I I I I  01.tol11-r. 18. 1990. 1 ~loticed arl a l i p n e ~ ~ t  from the 
top 111' t l ~ v  I ~ i l l .  ~)nssin,p through tlw ruin ot' the anricwt c.l~t~rc.l~. 
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In t 1 1 ~  Roman tradition. the al ipment of tltv first straight line 
tor a tnain road of a to\\,it was ~torth-sotrtlt. it was acllieved I J ~  
observation of the su~lrisc: (I'c.rtrtik. 1 O W ) .  Even in a small 
ancient to~rti  like \'asa~irllo, tl~c:rc is a rtlairt strcet rurtning from 
north to soutli. ~ r o 4 i g  tIrro11g11 tile irregular matrix ol' its 
url~an fabric (F igur~~  3). 'llltis rtorth-south axis seems to rellect 
the hypothrtic:al layour ol'tltc maill nort11-soutl1 road during the 
Rorr~itrl age (Nu and \-eraldi. 2l)Ol). 

7'111. I-14rstial north-south alignment ir a lw For~rtcl i r t  a r t c h t ~  
4rrtc~ic.m architecture. Pueblo Bonito. in (:hacw (:art)or~. h'eu 
\Ir\ic.o, US\. is the large-t single 11ia*axi I)tliltlirtg. I t  co~tld 
have. I~oubecl perhaps 1000 p o p l e  ill - O I I I ~  000 roolltr i n  1050- 
1 I I I O  \Lf. Pueblo Bonito ia a spcctac~tldr arc~ltitwtural achir\e- 
rnmlt for the Anasazi. \\ho had no mt tal tools, no wlteel. and no 
beast 01' burdell (Frrp-ort. 1987). I r l  the renter o i  Pueblo 
Rotiito tlicw iz a \ \ d l  ru~ming north-south. whic4i ier\ c- a5 t11v 
trtair~ axis in thr random coinpositiorr of roorrte artd I&as 
(Figttr~ 4). 

T H E  CENTRAL CXLES'I'IAL h0llTH-SOI'TH 
ALIGNI\lENT I R  TllE CITY OF IiEIJING 

r 7 I I t ( .  artrirnt city 01 Beijing \\a. tlw c.al~i(al ol '1 t~rtiliecl Chinere 
cmpirc~ 1i1r 700 vearb (121;-1011 A])). 'l'It(. cwttral a& oi 
H(xijing ir 7.9 ILilorl~eter~ long. Functioning a; t h  I~:tc.l;l,one of 
t l t v  141. it oqa~l ized the arcdiitcc~tt~r~l cwrrtple\itiea b! lin1;ing 
the grou11d3 in a ~ i r h  ~ e c l t ~ ~ ~ r i w  oI sptidl  ant1 social order. Tlie 
axis paZ-e> through  hie gatt3c urttil i t  rvadwz the palace's 111,rin 

, , 
Ilall. tlw llall of Sul~rernc. Pe.wc. ]hi.- provession then 
voltcludea at tllc l )rut11 Tower ar~cl tht .  Hell Tower. \long t l t i -  

i.rntral axis the gate\\ays arttl otltc.r I~uilt e l e l ~ ~ r n t s  \verr 
c.ort~truc.t~d a( variouz I~eigllts and in di\wzr ior~tt-. Thi- 
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the north. \+it11 the cvr~~wror'- privatt~ cv111~1!ard surrounded by 
14 r.ourt!ard~ nf tw1)rv-tSs a t d  ('or~~vll~inc.. r~wlt~blecl  the  15 
d ~ r c  ol'the Z i w ~ i  c o ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ l l a t i o ~ ~  i l l  t l ~ r  11ortl1cr11 (Kim. 1995). 
Thu. tlw location ol 1111- C l ~ i ~ ~ c v  cwllwror'~. l1011at- t v t ~ o e ~  
the E t r ~ w a r ~  I d i c * f  tllat thc wlwr pod t l \ + d t  i l l  the center 0 1  thc 
north rk!. 'Tfl~is ~ I ~ C ~ I I I  h l r d i . ~ l  ,~rrallgement a u g p t i  ~ I I P  
resprc t l~~l  distawv duv to 1111. c.or~~rt~ardirlg lord of tlw pea t  
I-rr~tral ernpire. 
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1'0 sctparatc tlrr eniperor f r m ~  the I:O~IIIIIOII peol)lt:, ~ ~ r ~ g - ~ l r u i  
masters ilrvrlol~etl a scriw 01' cl~arts to 11e used 1;)r selec.ting the 
axis ol' a house. Accordi~rp to .fcng-s/l~ri principles. only I I I V  
emperor and pods i-oultl tl~vcll O H  a c:clt4al r~or t I~-sc~~ut l~  axis. as 
they tverc po\\;erh~l enougll to 11ande it. Others rrluwt sclecl u 
lio~isc asis at a n  angle to the celestial nortll-soudl axis: 
othemise, ilrlpel~ding tlisastcr \\oulcl ovc~.c:o~r~ct tlrc o~ltirtb I'a111ilj 
(\\:rr. 198.5). Also, all i ~ r l ~ ~ o ~ t a r ~ t f i . r l ~ s l ~ r r i  principle \\.as to avoid 
straight lines. as evil spirits trilveled along a straigl~t pat11 all11 
I~atl cwrrgy "shot" directly to any hunian halritat that such air 
atqnment I)oir~tetl to. '1'11c: Cl~incsc cwrrtradic-1io11 I~c:t\\xtttrl 
r~'.i;pe,ct and f w r  ol' t111: c.c.lc~ial rlrtrtli-south alignnrerrt should . . 
not I ) ( '  ~ I I ~ P ~ I P I I I ~ .  ;IS R~ldc~lpll Otto stated that ancient peoples 
developed a close relationship to' and spiritual awarcwess of' 
nature. a conscic-~uaness tinged \\it11 sacrecl~iess. woncler, and 
fear (Otto.1932). 

The ancient (:hinese mixture of respect and fear of the c.t&stial 

tool; special note of partirular /rry-slirri applic:atior~s wl~ilt. 
visiting the temple in the sumrrrer of IW8. wl~ttr~ tlw r~ t - \ v  street 
was not finislied and WIIC e~ i i t i ng  s t r l ~ ~ : t u r c ~  around the site 
I d  11ot yet 11et~1 c :h red  awa!.. At  tllis tiwe. 1 could stdl see that 
the original entrarire gate was located southeast of' tlir temple 
co~nples and was off' thr  c.o~nplex's wntral axis (F ip rv  8). 
Al,sorl~ir~g Vi. tI1tt vital crlcrgy. l r o ~ r ~  t l ~ e  southeast and a~oit l ing 
(Ilr:  strai$~t lirw prefkrrt!tl I,y evil spirits. this layout of' the 
cr~trar~ccr I J ~ I I I  sc~rved as an e scc l l e~~ t  example ol ~ferlpshrri 
application. 

Ilrll;)rt~mately, ignoring the original c l c 4 p  tl~ct twrrc.r~t tlrsign- 
ess aligned the new street \vith the existing ccwtral r~ortl~-sortt h 
axis. As a result. the new street points directly at the Pagoda's 
c:ntrarlce. t h t w l y  des t ry i ry  t l l ~ . k r p h ~ ~ i  qualit\' oi' the Pagotla 
(1:igurv 9). .-\lso. the I I ~ W  road is I'lardiecl b!- conrmercial tourist 
huiltlinp that simply cwnc across as imilatior~ arrtiqrrcs. It is .sad 

.-y- 
,cX ' original -= 

entrance pate 
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r . 1 1 1 ~  hst  two 11ecad1~ l~rougl~t  a IIIW respect for t l ~ v  w-  
interlwctatior~ and retl~i~~kin,o of' ancicwt traditions. Cro\vtlk 01' 
tourists all over the \ \ w l t l  liave broker1 t l ~ e  sile~ice 0 1 '  alicirnt 
pIa~:cs. Ti1 ~neet  the IIIVIIS ol' 110th colrlmerce and c~ultural 
1)rcwrv;ltioll. marly tourist attractions a1 or. near vario~ls l~istoric 
siftss arc: Iwirlg rcr11otlt41d It  is ilnportalit t l~at  we e l~~p l~us izv  the 
prot~v:tiot~ of the anric~lt  ;rrchitect~rrc witllil~ its s u r r o t ~ i ~ ~ l i l ~ p  ;IS 

a WIIIIII:. paying special atte~ition to 1111: p r r s e n & m .  of t l ~ e  
origilral site's built al~tl  11att1ra1 surror~lltlin~s. As cornllloli a i d  
in~p~rt;uit  p l~eno~ncua i l l  allcicrrt cult~iral landacapeb, all14ent 
a l i p l t ~ ~ t v ~ l s  rleservc* grcatrr attrrltior~. 
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